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Dear Mr Wall-Morris

RR/2474/CC(EIA) – CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ROAD, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL TREATMENT WITH EARTHWORKS, PLANTING, FLOOD AND NOISE ATTENUATION, WILDLIFE COMPENSATION, AND FACILITIES FOR NON-MOTORISED USERS. A259 BELLE HILL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA TO B2092 QUEENSWAY, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA (KNOWN AS THE BEXHILL-HASTINGS LINK ROAD) 
CONDITION 11 - CONSTRUCTION HOURS

I refer to your letter dated 4 February 2015, requesting approval to undertake works outside the approved hours, in relation to the above development.  For clarification, the approved hours for construction activities under Condition 11 are currently 7am – 7pm Mondays to Fridays and 7am – 1pm on Saturdays.  No working is permitted on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays.  

The current variations to these hours cover:  (i) the period until 28 February 2015 for works being undertaken on the soil nailing through the Railway Cutting on Saturdays, between the hours of 13.00 – 18.00; (ii) various dates between 10 February and 7 March 2015 for works during railway possessions, between the hours of 00.00 and 07.00; (iii) various dates between 12 and 18 February for tie-in works at London Road and the A259, between the hours of 19.00 and 04.00; and (iv) the period until 10 May 2015 for works on Decoy Pond Underbridge and Crowhurst Road Underpass, between the hours of 13.00 and 18.00 on Saturdays, and 09.00 and 16.00 on Sundays.  These additional hours have been subject to separate approvals.  
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You are now seeking approval to carry out works at the Ninfield Bridge, involving demolition works, haul road and access routes preparation and the installation of a crane platform, on Saturday 14, 21 and 28 February 2015, between the hours of 13.00 and 18.00.  These works are necessary in advance of the beams at Ninfield Bridge being installed on 4 March 2015.  You have indicated that the reason for the request to work outside the hours specified in Condition 11 of the planning permission is to due to the works being delayed by recent adverse weather conditions.  

The planned plant, equipment and resources involved in the works will be as follows:

· 3no. Excavators

· 2no. Articulated dump trucks;

· 1no. Roller;

· 1no. 4inch super silent pump to manage water ingress;

· 1no. Supervisor; and

· 8no. Operatives.

You have indicated that artificial lighting may be used towards the end of the shift, but that these will be positioned with the lights facing away from any residential properties.  It has also been confirmed that local residents in the vicinity of the works will be notified of the intended works in advance of them taking place.  

I have given consideration to this request and taken into account the nature of the works proposed and the potential impact of the works on the amenity of local residents, as well as the original reason for this condition.  I have also considered the length of time you have requested and consider that there is scope for these works to be undertaken outside of the construction hours approved under Condition 11.  Consequently, in accordance with the powers delegated to me and pursuant to the provisions within Condition 11 of the above planning permission, I hereby APPROVE the works detailed in your letter and referred to above being carried out between the hours of 13.00 and 18.00 on Saturdays from 14 until 28 February 2015.  

For the avoidance of doubt, this approval relates SOLELY to the demolition works, haul road and access routes preparation and the installation of a crane platform at Ninfield Bridge.  Any additional working arrangements outside the approved hours detailed above, or for works not listed above, will be subject to further review and will require separate agreement in writing from the Head of Planning and Environment.  

Finally, please note that if at any time the activities being carried out in these extended hours give rise to justifiable complaint, or demonstrable harm to amenity, I reserve the right to withdraw this temporary amendment to the permitted working hours.  Please also note that should you received any complaints, you should notify Sarah Iles on Lewes (01273) 481631 within two working days of receiving the complaint.

Yours sincerely

Tony Cook

Tony Cook

Head of Planning and Environment

· Copy for Statutory Planning Register c/o Hastings Borough Council and Rother District Council, Your Ref RR/07/1488 - HS/07/444

· Amanda Parks Technical Assistant

· Bob Pape – East Sussex County Council (via email only)

· Chloe DeRenzy-Martin – East Sussex County Council (via email only)
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